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Rapper and renovator Vanilla Ice. COURTESY OF DIY NETWORK
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During an interview
Tuesday, the rapper-
turned-renovator
checked his phone and
saw the latest ratings for

Rain and KeeLee Breeze,
in a 14-bedroom, 15,000-
square-foot home on Mi-
ami Beach’s Star Island.
“'m not a celebrity

:ven!ng Big-4; 2.0 32713 q 30 his show are up 156 per- that they built the show
8%’:;3"19 Quiinto: an MULTISTATE cent from this time last around,” he said. “Ireally
Treasure Hunt: 13, 17, 24,27  Mega Millions: 17, 30, 38, year. do this. I get in there and
29 43, 51 'We’re now the No. 1 get dirty with the guys
MULTISTATE Mega Ball: 20 show on the DIY Net- and make renovations
- ball: Too late f work,” he said. “Whoever and build houses.”

d:::;ﬁ;ea +1oo late for thought all this? I didn’t He has yet a third pas-
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Corrections Policy

The Daily Record corrects factual errors as soon
as they are brought to our attention. Errors should be

plan on being a custom
light designer. With the
success of the TV show,
and everything, it all
evolved.”

So how did Vanilla
Ice—aka the Iceman, Ice,
and VIP—go from work-
ing with M.C. Hammer to
an actual hammer?

Back in the day “Ice
Ice Baby” lyrics were all

sion—charities. Activein
the Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation and Habitat for
Humanity, he also creat-
ed his own charity, the
eight-year-old Vanilla Ice
Holiday Block Party, an
outdoor  extravaganza
that draws 35,000 people
every Christmas to Cle-
matis Street in downtown
West Palm Beach.

This chandelier, with an iced bronze finish, is one of two
designed by Rob Van Winkle, also known as Vanilla Ice,
the rapper known for his 1990 hit "Ice Ice Baby." The other
chandelier is finished in polished nickel. PHoTO cOuRTESY OF
CAPITOL LIGHTING

Brook, and Paramus.
So when Van Winkle
decided to create his sig-

bling that doesn’t go over
the top — a 28-inch ver-
sion for an elegant dining

reported to Executive Editor Joe Ungaro at 973-428- over the airwaves: “We have real snow nature chandeliers and room and a 24-inch ver-
6624 or Local Editor Meghan Van Dyk at 973-428- ...Take heed, ’cause blowing in Palm Beach, wall sconces, working sion for a smaller dining
6643. I'm a lyrical poet whichis unheard of,” Van  with Capitol Lighting was room or breakfast area.
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Miami ’s on the scene
just in case you didn’t
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But then came 18 years
of experience in home
renovation.

When his first album,
“To The Extreme,” re-
leased by SBK Records in
1990, shot to the top of the
Billboard charts and sold
11 million copies, Vanilla
Ice went on tour for three

Winkle said. “I put on a
full concert for an hour
and a half. Celebrities ga-
lore show up, from the
Jersey Shore cast to Erik
Estrada. It’s a great time,
and we raise millions of
dollars for everything
from Toys for Tots to chil-
dren’s hospitals.”

Capitol Lighting,
which has a total of eight
locations in South Florida

anatural.

“We’re honored to
have such a wonderful re-
lationship with Vanilla
Ice,” said Eric Lebers-
feld, Capitol president.
“He is a true part of our
team and brings a special
eye for home design.”

Vanilla Ice said he’ll
make his way around to
Capitol Lighting in New
Jersey, though an appear-

They sell, respectively,
for g1,495 and $995 exclu-
sively through Capitol
Lighting.

None of this means Va-
nilla Ice has abandoned
music. He still performs
and attracts crowds to
clubs and thousands to
concerts though things
have calmed down from
his younger days. His
2011 album, released by
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in Miami and Los Angeles
and a mountain cabin in
Utah.

He sold them, made
money, and then devel-
oped a knack for buying,
renovating, and flipping
houses. The knack turned
into a passion. His experi-
ence is what led to “The

—brothers Eric and Ken
Lebersfeld—also worked
with Vanilla Ice on the
Making Lives Brighter
campaign for Habitat for
Humanity. People were
encouraged to donate
their old light fixtures to
any Capitol Lighting store
to be re-purposed for use

are made in the Garden
State and he gets all his
tattoos here.

Van Winkle said he’s al-
ready working on ex-
panding his lighting line,
for which he gained inspi-
ration when he glimpsed
the tie of a friend’s father.
The tie was covered in

dom, Tenacity and Fo-
cus.”

Van Winkle is now
signed with Psychopathic
Records, whichis patient-
ly waiting for him to pro-
ducebut, he said, the label
understands the demands
of his cable show. Now, he
said, also is a good time to

MEGHAN VAN DYK o LealBditor | B O e For Vanilla Ice Project,” fea- in a Habitat ReStore or Swarovski crystals. be active inreal estate be-
’ e information turing him and his crew home. Store locations in But why lights in the cause prices are low. In
KEITHRVZEWICZ  Community Conversation Editor | contact 1-800-398- renovating mansions Va- New Jerseyare East Han- first place? According to addition to  several
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makes its debut.

1931: “The Star-Span-
gled Banner” becomes
the national anthem of

ney King is severely
beaten by Los Angeles
police officers in a scene
captured on video.

house, they don’t match
your furniture.”

His goal was to design
luxury chandeliers with

Lorraine Ash:
973-428-6660;
lash@njpressmedia.com



