
“A couple of years ago,
Pope Benedict XVI made
the decision that beatifi-
cations could take place in
the country and the dio-
cese from which the
Blessed person came,”
explained Sister Mary Ca-
navan, vice postulator of
the Sister Miriam Teresa
League of Prayer, based
in Convent Station.

“Up until that point in
time, all beatifications
and canonizations were in
Rome,” she added. “This
is the first time there’s
been an American person
beatified since Pope Ben-
edict gave that permis-
sion.”

In the Roman Catholic
Church, a deceased per-
son is beatified — and
called Blessed — after be-
ing declared of heroic vir-
tue and after the Vatican
certifies he or she is post-
humously responsible for
one miracle. The next step
— canonization, or saint-
hood — is bestowed after
the Vatican certifies a sec-
ond posthumous miracle
is attributable to the inter-
cession of the person’s
soul.

In 1975, under Pope
Paul VI, St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton, who founded the
Sisters of Charity in the
19th century, was the first
native-born American to
be canonized.

“This is a joyful time
for everyone in the New
Jersey and New York
area,” wrote Archbishop
John J. Myers of the Arch-
diocese of Newark, from
which Sister Miriam Tere-
sa hailed. Born in 1901 as
the last of seven children,
Miriam Teresa Demja-
novich was raised in Bay-
onne and baptized in the
Byzantine Ruthenian
Catholic Church. Her par-
ents were Slovakian im-
migrants.

Typically, the process
of canonization takes dec-
ades.

In 1945, the Diocese of
Paterson opened its inves-
tigation into the life and
writings of Sister Miriam
Teresa, who took her vows
on her deathbed before
succumbing to appendici-
tis and peritonitis at age
26. The Motherhouse of
the Sisters of Charity of
St. Elizabeth, in Convent
Station, is part of the dio-
cese.

“It has taken 69 years
to come to this point
where the church has rec-
ognized her heroic virtue
and has accepted the cure
of Michael Menser as a
genuine miracle,” Cana-

van said.
In the 1960s, Menser,

who now lives in the Mid-
west, was an eight-year-
old boy diagnosed with ju-
venile macular degenera-
tion, New Jersey Catholic
Magazine reported this
past March. His progno-
sis was total blindness.

But after his third-
grade teacher, a nun, gave
him a memento of Sister
Miriam Teresa — a pic-
ture and a piece of hair —
his sight was completely
restored, according to Ca-
navan. That was in 1963.

“We don’t know wheth-
er the memento was ap-
plied to his eyes, or wheth-
er his mother felt it warm
when she touched it and
had a sense that every-
thing was going to be
good,” Canavan said.
“Whatever the means
were, his cure was tied
into his prayers to Sister
Miriam Teresa.

“Nineteen ophthalmol-
ogists studied his medical
records and every one of
them said his recovery
was medically unexplain-
able because macular de-
generation is irrevers-
ible,” she added. “His di-
agnosis was clear and
agreed upon by two doc-
tors, but when he went to a
third at the Wills Eye In-
stitute in Philadelphia,
there was no evidence of
macular degeneration of
it all, with no treatment.”

Indeed Sister Miriam
Teresa had poor eyesight,
which is how she wound
up teaching with the Sis-
ters of Charity. Originally,
she’d set her heart on a
contemplative Carmelite
community in the Bronx,
according to New Jersey
Catholic Magazine. But
the order rejected her be-
cause she could not see
well enough to sew vest-
ments, which is how the
nuns supported them-
selves.

On Dec. 17 last year, a
panel of cardinals and
bishops agreed Mencer’s
blindness had come about
through the intercession
of Sister Miriam Teresa.

That very day, Pope Fran-
cis declared it an authen-
tic miracle.

“Michael Mencer is
coming to the beatifica-
tion in October,” said Jim
Goodness, spokesperson
for the Archdiocese of
Newark.

It’s hoped he’ll carry
the relic of Sister Miriam
Teresa in procession dur-
ing the Mass, Canavan
said, adding that after the
ceremony a search for a
second miracle will begin.

“Literally, hundreds of
people request favors
from Sister Miriam Tere-
sa,” said Canavan, the
fourth vice postulator in
the history of the prayer
league, whose mission is
to promote Sister Miriam
Teresa and move her to-
ward canonization.

“These favors wouldn’t
count as a kind of miracle
that the church requires
for official recognition,”
she added, “but it seems
that people have great
faith in Miriam Teresa’s
intercessory powers and
ask for and receive fa-
vors, large and small.”

The nuns are making
and have been distribut-
ing mementos for Sister
Miriam Teresa, using lit-
tle pieces of her hair and
clothing, to those who re-
quest them. More formal
relics will be made by the
office of the postulator,
Canavan’s counterpart in
Rome.

Sister Miriam Teresa’s
remains had been buried
at Holy Family Cemetery
on the grounds of the
Motherhouse in Convent
Station, but, according to
New Jersey Catholic
Magazine, devotees
chipped off pieces as me-
mentoes. In 1979, her body
was exhumed and placed
in a crypt in the Holy Fam-
ily Chapel.

“Multiplying the num-
ber of saints is not the is-
sue here. Her message is
what’s important,” Cana-
van said. “Her message is
that God grows in us and
we grow in God and that
this calling is for all peo-
ple — not just for reli-
gious priests, sisters, and
brothers. All of us are
called to live a holy life, a
good life, a life of compas-
sion and kindness to oth-
ers, to help make this
world a better place.”

The message is reflect-

ed in Sister Miriam Tere-
sa’s writings, most nota-
bly “Greater Perfection,”
a compilation of 26 con-
ferences on living a holy
life. She wrote them at the
direction of Father Bene-
dict Bradley, her spiritual
director, who presented
them weekly to the nov-
ices at the convent. Sister
Miriam graduated the
College of St. Elizabeth
with the Class of 1923,
having earned a literature
degree, summa cum lau-
de. In her brief life, she
also produced two plays,
poems, and meditations.

In the years after her
death, her friends, taken
by Sister Miriam Teresa’s
prayerfulness, charity,
and goodness, kept her
memory alive.

Sister Mary Zita Geis,
a friend of hers in the no-
vitiate, penned “Sister
Miriam Teresa: A Biogra-
phy,” which has been re-
printed many times. They
also preserved her writ-
ings and spread word of
her mystical experiences,
including having a vision
of Mary, the Mother of
God, and walking on the
convent grounds with the
Little Flower, the name
given to St. Therese of Li-
sieux, who died in 1897 at
the age of 24.

Local religious figures
who will attend the Oct. 4
beatification include
Archbishop Myers, Bish-
op Arthur Seratelli of the
Diocese of Paterson, and
Bishop Kurt Burnette,
eparch of the Byzantine
Ruthenian Catholic Epar-
chy of Passaic.

“All her life, Sister Mir-
iam Teresa was not a Ro-
man Catholic but a mem-
ber of the Byzantine Ru-
thenian Catholic Church,”
Canavan said. “Her par-
ents came from the Ru-
thenian area of Slovakia,
which belonged to the
Eastern Church.”

When Sister Miriam
Teresa entered the Sisters
of Charity, she was not re-
quired to become a Ro-
man Catholic, Canavan
added, saying that might
have been the work of
God.

“Miriam Teresa is now
bringing together both
the Eastern and the Ro-
man churches,” she said.

Extensive planning is
under way for the coun-
try’s first beatification,
only seven weeks away.

“Rome does this all the
time,” Goodness said. “In
America, we’re a little
new at it.”

Lorraine Ash:
973-428-6660;
lash@njpressmedia.com
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Sister Miriam Teresa in her
college graduation photo.

Learn more
For more about Sister
Miriam Teresa, visit
the Sisters of Charity
at http://bit.ly/1BlA8Bc
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GARDENING FORECAST
Partly sunny today. Winds northwest 3-6 mph. 
Patchy clouds tonight. Winds light and variable. 
Clouds and sun tomorrow with a passing shower. 
Winds light and variable.

TODAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
82
59

82
61

83
65

78
63

79
62

Partly sunny Clouds and sun, 
a shower

An afternoon 
thunderstorm

Some sun, a 
t-storm; humid

Mostly cloudy, a 
t-storm

Today: Wind west at 4-8 knots. Seas 2 feet or 
less. Visibility clear. Wind south-southeast 3-6 
knots. Seas less than a foot. Patchy clouds.
Tuesday: Wind from the east at 6-12 knots. Seas 
2 feet or less. Visibility clear to the horizon.

Saturday  ...........................................................  4
Month to date (normal)  ....................... 106 (154)
Year to date (normal)  .......................... 671 (709)

COOLING DEGREE DAYS
Index of energy consumption indicating how 
many degrees the average temperature was 
above 65 degrees for the day.

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2014
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How the air feels based on temperature and 
humidity.
8 a.m.  .............................................................  65
Noon  ..............................................................  78
4 p.m.  ............................................................  82
8 p.m.  ............................................................  73

HEAT INDEX

24 hours ending 8 a.m. yesterday  ..............  Trace
Month to date  ............................................. 1.39”
Normal month to date  ................................ 2.40”
Year to date  .............................................. 35.27”
Normal year to date  .................................. 30.98”

High/low  ....................................................  80/58
Normal high/low  .......................................  84/64
Record high  ......................................  96 in 1988
Record low  ........................................  48 in 1924

New Brunswick through 8 a.m. yesterday

Asbury Park 79/64/pc 79/66/c
Atlantic City 80/68/pc 81/68/t
Camden 83/66/pc 83/67/t
Cape May 79/67/pc 80/68/t
Cherry Hill 83/65/pc 83/65/t
Hoboken 81/66/pc 81/66/pc
Jersey City 83/66/pc 82/67/pc
Middletown 80/64/pc 80/66/pc
Newark 83/65/pc 82/66/pc
New Brunswick 82/61/pc 82/64/pc
Trenton 81/62/pc 82/63/c

Today 2:34 a.m. 8:49 a.m.
3:03 p.m. 9:51 p.m.

Tuesday 3:31 a.m. 9:50 a.m.
3:58 p.m. 10:48 p.m.

Today 2:30 a.m. 8:55 a.m.
2:59 p.m. 9:57 p.m.

Tuesday 3:27 a.m. 9:56 a.m.
3:54 p.m. 10:54 p.m.

Today Tue.

1
4 6 6 4

1

New First Full Last

Aug 25 Sep 2 Sep 8 Sep 15

Today 12:18 a.m. 2:53 p.m.
Tuesday 1:03 a.m. 3:45 p.m.

Today 6:12 a.m. 7:52 p.m.
Tuesday 6:13 a.m. 7:51 p.m.

The Sun Rise Set
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Shown is 
today’s weather. 

Temperatures are 
today’s highs and 

tonight’s lows.

The Moon Rise Set

MARINE FORECAST THE STATE

Weather(W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy,
sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, sf-snow flur-
ries, sn-snow, i-ice.

 8 am 10 am Noon 2 pm 4 pm 6 pm
The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ number, 
the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low; 
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very High; 11+ Extreme.

UV INDEX SUN AND MOON

Air Quality Index for yesterday
AIR QUALITY INDEX

0-50 Good; 51-100 Moderate; 101-150 Unhealthy for 
sensitive groups; 151-200 Unhealthy; 201-300 Very 
Unhealthy; 301-500 Hazardous
Source: NJ Bureau of Air Monitoring

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W
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The Daily Record corrects factual errors as soon as they are brought to our attention. Errors should be reported
to Executive Editor Joe Ungaro at 973-428-6624.
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SUNDAY, AUG. 17

NEW JERSEY
Midday Pick-3: 051
Straight: $222
Box: $37
Pair: $22
Midday Pick-4: 4721
Straight: $2,767.50
Box: $115
Evening Pick-3: 926
Straight: $192
Box: $32
Pair: $19
Evening Pick-4: 9216
Straight: $2,152
Box: $89.50
Jersey Cash 5: 1, 6, 9, 18, 37
5 of 5 pays $0
4 of 5 pays $577
3 of 5 pays $10

NEW YORK
Midday Daily: 009
Lucky Sum: 9
Midday WinFour: 4014
Lucky Sum: 9
Evening Daily: 924 
Lucky Sum: 15
Evening WinFour: 0440
Lucky Sum: 8
Take-5: Late drawing
Pick 10: 3, 11, 18, 22, 27, 29,
31, 32, 35, 37, 38, 39, 41, 45,
52, 58, 59, 64, 73, 75

PENNSYLVANIA
Cash 5: 2, 3, 21, 22, 36
Midday Daily: 306
Midday Big 4: 6192
Midday Quinto: 09692
Evening Daily: 342
Evening Big 4: 1025
Evening Quinto: 44816
Treasure Hunt: 1, 3, 7, 23, 28

SATURDAY, AUG. 16

NEW JERSEY
Midday Pick-3: 041
Straight: $274
Box: $45.50
Pair: $27
Midday Pick-4: 2354
Straight: $1,529
Box: $63.50
Evening Pick-3: 639
Straight: $299.50
Box: $49.50
Pair: $29.50
Evening Pick-4: 7520
Straight: $2,796.50
Box: $116.50
Jersey Cash 5: 7, 10, 13, 32,
34
5 of 5 pays $49,289
4 of 5 pays $624
3 of 5 pays $11

NEW YORK
Midday Daily: 461
Lucky Sum: 11
Midday WinFour: 3739
Lucky Sum: 22
Evening Daily: 865
Lucky Sum: 19
Evening WinFour: 7287
Lucky Sum: 24
Lotto: 3, 6, 31, 48, 50, 53;
Bonus: 15
Take-5: 1, 13, 18, 32, 33
Pick 10: 1, 7, 8, 21, 23, 26, 28,
31, 36, 37, 39, 42, 44, 54, 59,
61, 62, 63, 77, 78

PENNSYLVANIA
Cash 5: 2, 4, 21, 23, 31
Midday Daily: 400
Midday Big 4: 3691
Midday Quinto: 76728
Evening Daily: 757
Evening Big 4: 4156
Evening Quinto: 01182
Treasure Hunt: 12, 18, 21, 23,
27

MULTISTATE
Powerball: 7, 8, 17, 48, 59;
Powerball: 9

Today is Monday, Au-
gust 18, the 230th day of
2014. 

There are 135 days left
in the year.

On this date in:
1649: Turkey’s Sultan

Ibrahim is deposed, as-
sassinated and succeed-
ed by Mohammed IV.

1812: Russian forces
are defeated at Smo-
lensk, which is occupied
by French.

1914: U.S. President
Woodrow Wilson pro-

claims American neu-
trality in World War I;
Germany declares war
on Russia.

1995: Flash floods in
the Marrakesh region of
Morocco kill at least 73
people.

2001: Wildfires burn
5,000 acres (2,000 hect-
ares) in a drought-strick-
en Washington state.
More than 93,000 acres
has been destroyed
across the state’s arid
east side in the past week.

Today In History
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Get today’s North Jersey deal online only at

TODAY AT DEALCHICKEN.COM - SAVE 50%

$20 for $40 of casual dining
from The Lounge at Connie’s Corner

‘Share the Care’ 5K
run/walk

The 7th annual Share
the Care 5K Run/Walk will
take place on Thursday at
the Central Park of Mor-
ris County in Morris
Plains. The run includes
races of varying distanc-

es based on age group.
Check-in for the event

will begin at 5:30 p.m.; the
5K Run/Walk is scheduled
at 7 p.m., followed by a
Kids’ Fun Run.

The event is hosted by
RPI Design Build of Mor-
ris Plains. All proceeds
support Morris Habitat
for Humanity’s mission to
provide affordable home-
ownership opportunities

to lower-income families
in and around Morris
County.

In addition to registra-
tion fees, participants
have an opportunity to
raise funds through spon-
sorships from family and
friends. Prizes will be of-
fered for participants
who raise the most money
for the organization.

Refreshments, food

and entertainment will be
provided. Children partic-
ipating in the Fun Run will
also receive medals. 

A cash prize will be
awarded to the school
with the most partici-
pants. 

For more information,
call 973-891-1934 or visit
www.morrishabitat.org.
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